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How to wear an Adriana
Unarreal necklace

“The necklaces can be dressed

up or down,” Jewelry designer

Adriana Unarreal says. “My

favorite way to wear it is with an

old distress t-shirt and jeans.

They can also be worn with a

cocktail dress or a dressy outfit.

The necklace turns any garment

into something special, it

completes any look.”

Local baubles

“I love Barney's and CO-OP

(Barneys.com) because they have

a great selection of designers

and creative displays. I also love

Alan Bilzerian (alanbilzerian.com)

for amazing men's jewelry,” says

jewelry designer Adriana

Unarreal. “Stel's (stelsinc.com)

and Stil (stilinc.com) boutiques

have a cool mix of clothing,

shoes and accessories. Of course

LOOC (loocboutique.com),

because it has lots of

independent designers and I

love they're French Nantucket

concept. Plus they're from

Boston.”  

How to become a red hot
jewelry designer

“Any jewelry or metal smith

course is amazing to learn all

the cool stuff you can do with

metals,” says jewelry designer

Adriana Unarreal. “I love the

course at Mass Art

(massart.edu), they have a big

nice studio available for their

students. Metalwerx school in

Waltham also has great courses

(www.metalwerx.com). Adriana is

also a big believer in books: 

“On my wall you will find

Complete Metal smith by Tim

McCreight, Designing the 21st.

Century by TASCHEN, Calder

Jewelry (about artist Alexander

Calder ). Aspiring designers

should learn the techniques, but

not always use them in

conventional ways. Don't be

afraid to experiment and never

put limits to your creativity.” 
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Adriana Unarreal lives in Jamaica Plain with her husband, Steven, their

cat, Gigi, and buckets and buckets of smooth, oval, golf-ball sized

seeds called lagrimas de San Pedro-the tears of Saint Peter, for the

slight, tear-shaped point in the corner of each seed. Richly colored and

wooden textured, the seeds form the basis for her enchanting jewelry,

jewelry almost as enchanting as Adriana herself.

The black-haired stunner moved to JP from New York and a year and a

half ago began crafting jewelry out of the same material used by the

indigenous people of her native Venezuela. Found in the Amazon rain

forest, the seeds come in a variety of shapes and colors, and are also

dyed in a rainbow of hues. She mixes and matches them with precious

stones, mounts them on chains and strings for necklaces, which she

sells for about $380, and bracelets that go for $200. She also makes

less expensive wooden bracelets, and this summer she’ll be coming

out with a line of earrings. And she’s already developing a following:

Number Nine Park owner Barbara Lynch owns some of her work, and

Adriana has a big display at the South End’s Looc Boutique.

    

Adriana grew up in Venezuela’s capitol, Caracas, surrounded by a

strong sense of style. Her mom, Cecilia, was quite fashionable, Adriana

says. And Adriana’s sister Andreina designed and created handbags

and other pieces that are popular in her homeland. Adriana worked

with her sister before moving to the states, and she still collaborates

with her, fashioning jewelry to compliment the accessories her sister

designs. Her other sister Alexandra and her brother, Gustavo, all have

helped out in the handbag business—Gustavo is in charge of the

company’s belt collection—but, like Adriana, they’re also citizens of the

world. Alexandra has lived in Malaysia, and all the siblings seem to get

around a lot. Adriana returns to Venezuela each year to visit and to go

out with her mom and buy seeds.

    

Each piece she crafts, she says, is an individual project, and that’s what

makes her art so enjoyable: starting from scratch each time, coming up

with something new and different, and seeing the response she gets

from customers and admirers. She wants to grow her business, though.

She envisions a studio of young, creative people working with her in

her adopted city. Boston has become her home, not just a place to live;

she says it’s a cosmopolitan, happening place, and she’s happy to be

part of the process. She says that while having a big, mass-produced

business night have its merits, it’s even more special for her to put her

soul into each piece.

    

In English, the seeds are called “Job’s tears,” and they’re tears in

Spanish as well. They’re tears of joy for Adriana, happy tears, those

big, wet tears that come when you’re doing something you truly love

and overflowing with the emotion of it. And the jewelry they inhabit is

beautiful, just like the woman who makes it.

To see Adriana’s jewelry:

www.loocboutique.com
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Heaven Sent

Adriana Unarreal Jewelry

Whether God or the Devil is lurking in the details doesn’t matter much to you — minutiae (and
weird religious cliches) have never been your thing.

Leave them to Jamaica Plain jewelry designer Adriana Unarreal, who is all about the finer points.

Just look at her elaborate, handcrafted necklaces and bracelets: thick metal chains woven with
thin strands of bright beads, Swarovski crystals, and South American seeds (they’re called
lágrimas de San Pedro, just so you know).

And oh how they drip with vintage charms, saint amulets, and gigantic semiprecious (and not-so-
precious) stones. Such a sexy, rich gypsy vibe. So perfect for any summer look.

See? It’s all about the big picture.

Available at Stil, 800 Boylston Street, Back Bay (617-859-7845 or stilinc.com).

Locations
Stil
800 Boylston St
Boston, MA 02199
617-859-7845

website

dailycandy.com/boston



boston common/cover



boston common



boston common


