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CITY STYLE Fashion

STRAMDED
Adriana
Unarreal,
wearing one
of her own
designs,
near her
hamae in LP

Such a Charmer

For inspiration (and materials) for her multifaceted jewelry line,
Adriana Unarreal turns to her homeland. By Brigid Sweeney

Spinning tales of & recent visit bo Kuala Lumpar, Adriana Unarreal sounds every bit the
urbamn jet-setter, Then there's a homehods undemeath: *T've always wanted to get hack to my
roats,” the 3E-venr-old jowelry designer says. Those mots are planted in her native Carcie,
Veneruela, where she sold handbags before minving to New York in 2001, After styling window
displays for Henr Bendel there, Unarreal relocated to Boston two vears ago to work at Bea-
eom Hill it shop Good. Sarrounded all day by the boutique's antique jewelry, Unarreal was
inspired to pay tribute toher own ancestry. She enrolied in night clisses at MassArt, began
crafting pleces In her Jamalca Plain kitchen, and last year launched her eponymons line.

Latin American materials and ritals inform Unareal’s ereations: her substantial wood
cuffs (875-550) and neckiaces strevwm with heirloom charms collected in Veneznéda by her
mother (F100=23007 ane bestsellers a1 Looc in the South End, Her wares also employ eco-
friendly elements, such as vegetable vory and asalache, a challklike bluck minerml

Hmving just wrapped her laest carth-consclous collection. Unareeal says she may expand
Into handbags aned other aocessories. Then that jet-setting streak resurfaces, ohjecting to any
righd strategy. *1 don't plan my life so precksely,” shie says, ©1met my hiushand, e toy Lhie
LS, and ot marrked in less than a year. 5o | definftely like surprises”

Adriana Unarreal jewelry isavallable at Looe, 12 Unben Park 5t., Bastan, B17-357-5333
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GEM DANDIES

Lately it seems anyone
with free time and a Bead-
works habit is callin
herself a jewelry designer.
Here are three that stand
out from the pack.

1. boulse Douglas Following stints design-
ing far Anthroplogie and Urban Dutfit-
ters, Douglas debuted a freshwater pearl
collection inspired by her native New
Zealand. The beachy-slegant line is uvtterly
authentic: Douglas works with objects she
finds on both local and far-flung shores.
Gold charm bravelet, $375. Lowss Doug-
los Showroam, 48 Waltham 5S¢, Boxten,
Erp-gr8-88g0, louisodouglos com. 2. Line
Melizsa Finelli and Alexandra Grenham
launched this collective after mesting

at Soarth End buutiquu Turtle, where
Grenham is a salesclerk. Necklaces and
earrings meld Finelli's delicate, architec-
tural pesthetic with Grenham's signature
Lucite-hoavy approach for charmingly
eddball results. Sterling silver sarings,
Szos, Turtle, Brgd Tremont St., Boston,
Brr-266-2610, turtleboston.com. 5. Michels
Mercaldo Runging from platinum wedding
bands to one-af-a-kind dinmend-studded
lockets, Mercaldo's handiwork is modern
and elexn without being cold. As she puts
i, “The forms are geometric and precise,
burt not machined.” 2g-korot gold slide
pendent, $2,100, Michele Mercaldo Jewelry,
280 Shawmirt Ave, Boston, G77-350-7o05,
michelemercaldo.com. —B.5.
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the Lucky April listings

S0ston

A new vintage accessories website, plus special
deals for Lucky readers. By Alyssa Giacobbe

on a mission for. ..

chic raingear

hm;ﬂm—m%nuﬂm -resistant pieces will make facing

April showers 8 no-brainer.
LA
R ason sacait
L e (]
Rk Tl o tes B 20T
S-S e Lo

el gt ol e
i nccadorilyl mia

|llI'Il_-r-|'JI\'-l FURRE Py PRt
Férp your 0800 538 angd TEE CLETE
qrr‘mmﬂmi [T R YL R R

cuthertt wigwe ool Gos
A" | TR AR
[N E LR ]

lrrnch
Trrreal -

AP LA O £ RN UG
‘ iR b

Tl ol pve T

SheaThes Fan 1 coad o esrtirTe:

el weplien, Ll el

Ay s k|
narg ol By A
ary ichoal wlh -

oFesne, sty j [
[

uripfirvllen

1 Bl T

el
[T LINNE
Okl A r,
ek, S Y

o

Pl pachi e
uf) O Ceary e

WAALS 00T wEaslLLe
A sAalimbili L DOW Il'

Local Resource The Lirkghtly lued odcloth totes, punes, compuber cases. sml
et hags by Newton-hased cosnpasy Flee (1274 Washiigion S, Newton,
G17-2445500) provide sopliketicate yet it protection G the clenents

the lowdown...

CUPE, P NSRS TRARNE A
[ S R e S ]

new website

(O e st launchod
o, b gt thee Ty
Boston-based collector
Armeiia Hughes gathers
wirtkage accessories culled
frim Beound the globe:
aligator cluches from
Parks, incredibie ‘603 bracelets, antique
poldlockets, and maxch meee.
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JOIN FREEI | LOG IN | LOG IN WITH FACEBOOK

UL b1 8 Cet the Women of the Year Issue plus a FREE 2010 calendari!
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Matchy-matchy done right

Wednesday, 06/ 4/2008 at 12:18 PM Comments (1)

The cool girl in the photo is Adriana, who is an amazing jewelry designer and
friend of Glamour Deputy Art Director, Amaya. Petra and I met her at another
Glamour staffer's birthday party the other night and were gushing over the way
she matched her lipstick (she's wearing NARS Lipstick in Schiap) to her
necklace. I've done the matching nails and lipstick thing but I've never thought
to coordinate my makeup to my accessories. [ love it! I'm going to try it asap.
How do you get matehy-matchy with vour makeup?

--Baze
by Baze Mpinja

=l PRINT = | E-MAIL BFEEIII +| BHARE by YaHOOD BUZZ

glamour.com/blogs/june2008
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INSIDER’S GUIDE

NOMINATE SUBSCRIBE

JEWELRY DESIGNER

Adriana Unarréal lives in Jamalca Plain with her
hushand, Steven, their cat, Cigl, and buckels and
suckets of smpath, oval, golf-ball sized seeds
called lagrimas de San Pedro-the tears of Saing
Peter, for the slight, t=ar-shaped poknt in the
comer of each seed. Richly colored and wooden
meutured, the seeds form the basis lor her
enchanting jewelry, jevwelry almost as

enchanting as Adriana hersvell

JEWELRY DESIGNER

Agriana Unarreal lves in Jamaica Plain with her
nusband, Steven, their cat, Glgl. and buckels and
suckets of smooth, oval, goll-ball sized weeds
alled lagrimas de San Pedro-the tears al Saint
Peter, for the wight, tear-shaped point in the
armer of each seed. Richly enlored and woode
peatured, the seads form the basls for her
g pEweeiry J:.a._dlr\ almost as
enchanting as Adriana hersell
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How to wear an Adriana
Unarreal necklace

“The necklaces can be dressed
up or down,” Jewelry designer
Adriana Unarreal says. “My
favorite way to wear it is with an
old distress t-shirt and jeans.
They can also be worn with a
cocktail dress or a dressy outfit.
The necklace turns any garment
into something special, it
completes any look.”

Local baubles

“l love Barney's and CO-OP
(Barneys.com) because they have
a great selection of designers
and creative displays. | also love
Alan Bilzerian (alanbilzerian.com)
for amazing men's jewelry,” says
jewelry designer Adriana
Unarreal. “Stel's (stelsinc.com)
and Stil (stilinc.com) boutiques
have a cool mix of clothing,
shoes and accessories. Of course
LOOC (loocboutique.com),
because it has lots of
independent designers and |
love they're French Nantucket
concept. Plus they're from
Boston.”

How to become a red hot
jewelry designer

“Any jewelry or metal smith
course is amazing to learn all
the cool stuff you can do with
metals,” says jewelry designer
Adriana Unarreal. “I love the
course at Mass Art
(massart.edu), they have a big
nice studio available for their
students. Metalwerx school in
Waltham also has great courses
(www.metalwerx.com). Adriana is
also a big believer in books:
“On my wall you will find
Complete Metal smith by Tim
McCreight, Designing the 21st.
Century by TASCHEN, Calder
Jewelry (about artist Alexander
Calder ). Aspiring designers
should learn the techniques, but
not always use them in
conventional ways. Don't be
afraid to experiment and never
put limits to your creativity.”

Jumble Love

Keywords: Design / Fashion / Entrepreneur / Shopping / Business
/ Artist

Adriana Unarreal lives in Jamaica Plain with her husband, Steven, their
cat, Gigi, and buckets and buckets of smooth, oval, golf-ball sized
seeds called lagrimas de San Pedro-the tears of Saint Peter, for the
slight, tear-shaped point in the corner of each seed. Richly colored and
wooden textured, the seeds form the basis for her enchanting jewelry,
jewelry almost as enchanting as Adriana herself.

The black-haired stunner moved to JP from New York and a year and a
half ago began crafting jewelry out of the same material used by the
indigenous people of her native Venezuela. Found in the Amazon rain
forest, the seeds come in a variety of shapes and colors, and are also
dyed in a rainbow of hues. She mixes and matches them with precious
stones, mounts them on chains and strings for necklaces, which she
sells for about $380, and bracelets that go for $200. She also makes
less expensive wooden bracelets, and this summer she’ll be coming
out with a line of earrings. And she’s already developing a following:
Number Nine Park owner Barbara Lynch owns some of her work, and
Adriana has a big display at the South End’s Looc Boutique.

Adriana grew up in Venezuela’s capitol, Caracas, surrounded by a
strong sense of style. Her mom, Cecilia, was quite fashionable, Adriana
says. And Adriana’s sister Andreina designed and created handbags
and other pieces that are popular in her homeland. Adriana worked
with her sister before moving to the states, and she still collaborates
with her, fashioning jewelry to compliment the accessories her sister
designs. Her other sister Alexandra and her brother, Gustavo, all have
helped out in the handbag business—Gustavo is in charge of the
company’s belt collection—but, like Adriana, they’re also citizens of the
world. Alexandra has lived in Malaysia, and all the siblings seem to get
around a lot. Adriana returns to Venezuela each year to visit and to go
out with her mom and buy seeds.

Each piece she crafts, she says, is an individual project, and that’s what
makes her art so enjoyable: starting from scratch each time, coming up
with something new and different, and seeing the response she gets
from customers and admirers. She wants to grow her business, though.
She envisions a studio of young, creative people working with her in
her adopted city. Boston has become her home, not just a place to live;
she says it's a cosmopolitan, happening place, and she’s happy to be
part of the process. She says that while having a big, mass-produced
business night have its merits, it’s even more special for her to put her
soul into each piece.

In English, the seeds are called “Job’s tears,” and they’re tears in
Spanish as well. They’re tears of joy for Adriana, happy tears, those
big, wet tears that come when you’re doing something you truly love
and overflowing with the emotion of it. And the jewelry they inhabit is
beautiful, just like the woman who makes it.

To see Adriana’s jewelry:

www.loocboutique.com

ATTIV/O
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Boston - July 10, 2009

Heaven Sent

Adriana Unarreal Jewelry

Whether God or the Devil is lurking in the details doesn’t matter much to you — minutiae (and
weird religious cliches) have never been your thing.

Leave them to Jamaica Plain jewelry designer Adriana Unarreal, who is all about the finer points.

Just look at her elaborate, handcrafted necklaces and bracelets: thick metal chains woven with
thin strands of bright beads, Swarovski crystals, and South American seeds (they're called
lagrimas de San Pedro, just so you know).

And oh how they drip with vintage charms, saint amulets, and gigantic semiprecious (and not-so-
precious) stones. Such a sexy, rich gypsy vibe. So perfect for any summer look.

See? It’s all about the big picture.

Available at Stil, 800 Boylston Street, Back Bay (617-859-7845 or stilinc.com).
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Locations

Stil

800 Boylston St
Boston, MA 02199

617-859-7845
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dailycandy.com/boston
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Jones

THE PARKS AND RECREATION FOX
ON STYLE, HER RAVE DAYS AT HARVARD
AMD HOW SHE REMAINS 50 REAL

HA

KILLER COLOR AMPS
UP THE RUNWAY

BRAVE NEW LOOKS FOR MEN
CUTTING-EDGE HUB DESIGNERS

+

INTERIOR DESIGNER
MOLLIE JOHNSON'S TIMELESS DECOR

OVERHEARD AT SOCIETY SHINDIGS
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Glam Strands

Decadent neckwear that's efl ll'l.ll'!{.‘sl}' chic
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Designing Women

Seven style-setiers create jewelry, handbags and fashion—all from Boston-area studios
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